Hatfield-St Albans
Branch Line

Where is Smallford?

INFORMATION LEAFLET

Smallford lies halfway between St Albans and Hatfield, about
20 miles north of London.
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Get involved!

Bringing the
History of
Smallford Station
to Life
A Local Community Heritage Project

If you’re interested in taking part in the project,
please get in touch! We don’t bite and we’re
happy to have extra people on-board.

Hatfield Station
Heritage Hub

A Brief History of Smallford Station

Timeline

The Alban Way, opened in 1985, is a footpath and cycle way

In October 2012, Smallford Residents’ Association

1865 Station built for the Hatfield & St Albans

that runs between Hatfield and St Albans. It is what remains

received a letter from the Heritage Lottery Fund

Railway Company. The line was opened and operated

of the branch line built for the Hatfield & St Albans Railway

notifying them that their application to fund an All

by the Great Northern Railway.

Company, opened in 1865.

our Stories community heritage project, Bringing the

In 1866, halfway along this branch line, a new station was

History of Smallford Station to Life, had been accepted.

1866 Station opened, named Springfield.

A small group of enthusiasts have come together

1879 Station renamed Smallford to avoid confusion

with the purpose of:

with another named Springfield, in Scotland.

opened. Originally named Springfield the station name
was changed to Smallford thirteen years later,
because there was another station named
Springfield in Scotland - over four hundred
miles away!
Passenger traffic stopped in 1951
but the station yard continued
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to be used until the line
finally closed in 1968.
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RESEARCHING:

1885-6 Platform raised and lengthened from 55

The history of Smallford station and the branch

yards to 100 yards.

line it served.
The impact the station and branch line had on the

1904 Off for the Holidays, a short comedy, had scenes

community and the surrounding area.

filmed at Smallford station.

SHARING OUR FINDINGS:

1930 Rookery Nook had scenes filmed at Smallford
station and the branch line (pictured).

With the local community.
Other interested individuals and

1939 Station closed to passengers for 3

groups.

months then reopened for wartime services.
1951 Station, and whole branch, closed to

Plans for the Future

Find out more

•

Continue the research and make the findings available.

The group has worked closely with colleagues from the

1968 Station, and remaining section of the branch,

•

Renovate platforms and provide information for panels

University of Hertfordshire Heritage Hub. The research

closed to goods.

along the Alban Way, between Smallford and London

findings are being made available through:
1999 Station building listed Grade II by English

Road, working in cooperation with St Albans District
Council and Oaklands College.
•

passengers.

•

The Smallford website;

Heritage.

www.smallford.org

A further goal is to renovate the station ticket office, a
Grade II listed building, and make it available to the local

•

A travelling exhibition.

2012 Bringing the History of Smallford Station to Life

community and the general public.

•

Presentations to local groups.

project began.

