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An exhibition created by members of the project, 
telling the story of the branch line through Smallford 

and the community which it served.
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Project team members on their first visit 
to the surviving Smallford Station.
COURTESY JOHN DARNTON



Building the railway

The route was straightforward, from a platform at Hatfield Station, 
on an alignment parallel to St Albans Road and Hatfield Road, to a 
station at London Road, St Albans; with a connection to the LNWR 
at the present St Albans Abbey station.  The only other station was 
at Springfield, later renamed Smallford.

Sufficient land was purchased to lay twin 
tracks, and the bridges were constructed to 
double track width.  Only one track was 
actually laid, and of course, initially, the 
station-building costs were limited to London 
Road and Springfield.

Land owners discovered that fields which were 
intersected became less useful with odd 
corners or wedges left unusable.

Although most bridges were arched brick 
structures, four consisted of brick piers 
supporting a metal deck: at Lemsford, Wellfield, 
Camp and Sutton roads – the latter being over a 
private track for the first fifty years.  Bridges at 
Colney Heath Lane, Ashley Road and London 
Road were later replaced with concrete decks. 

The route was intersected by a number of level 
(vehicle) crossings and footpath crossings. The 
vehicle crossings were at Nast Hyde and Hill 
End Lane (Station Road).  There were road 
alterations to accommodate the railway at 
Camp Road and Hill End Lane.

Great Northern Railway to Kings Cross

LNWR Line to Watford
St Albans (LNWR)

Abbey
Hatfield (GNR) Springfield 

later Smallford
St Albans (GNR) 

London Road

Top right: Smallford Lane double 
track span bridge, 1967.
Middle:  Sutton Road deck bridge, 
now demolished, 1967.
Opposite: Nast Hyde crossing in 
Ellenbrook Lane, plus crossing 
attendant’s house, 1967.
COURTESY ROGER TAYLOR COLLECTION.
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Impact of the railway
Although intended, a station at Smallford was not a certainty; but a 
number of Colney Heath residents campaigned their support for 
the facility.  Because it wasn’t actually at Colney Heath it was given 
the name Springfield.
Later,  the station was re-named Smallford, even though it wasn’t, 
at that time, at Smallford either!  It seems that, by the mid-20th 
century, Horseshoes, the nearest community to the station, became 
known as Smallford – after the station!

The most immediate impact of the railway in 
the 19th century was the transport of coal.  
Manures were brought from London stables 
for spreading on the farms, and agricultural 
produce was carried on the return trips.  
With the rise of market gardening in the 
20th century, the return trips consisted of 
salad crops, mainly tomatoes.

By the 1940s and 50s, wholesale meat for 
cold storage, bananas and scrap metal 
became important, and further along the 
line orchids, newsprint and newspapers.

More halts were opened to cater for the 
growth in local passenger traffic, including 
thousands of soldiers during both World 
Wars.

Hatfield St Albans 
(Abbey)

Springfield 
later Smallford

St Albans 
(London Road)

Lemsford 
Road Halt

opened 1942

Nast Hyde 
Halt

Hill End 
Station

opened 1899

Salvation 
Army Halt

Top right:  Cartage from the railway to 
London markets, early 20c.
COURTESY BRIAN ANDERSON COLLECTION.

Middle: Refrigerated meat store at 
Butterwick after closure, possibly 1970s. 
COURTESY BRIAN ANDERSON COLLECTION.

Opposite: Coal yard at Smallford, 1967.  
COURTESY ROGER TAYLOR COLLECTION.
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Railway people
We have no evidence of Smallford people being employed in 
constructing the branch line, and few local people were employed 
in its maintenance and operations, given its mainly-rural single-
track status.  But the following have been identified.

Smallford Station was important enough to 
require a stationmaster, and he was awarded a 
house.  

As passenger traffic declined in the pre-WW2 
period of car popularity, responsibility for 
Smallford Station moved to Hatfield, but a staff 
presence remained for ticket sales, parcels 
and other goods handling.  Mr Haynes (or 
Ains) was employed at the station during 
WW2, but, following an accident, his wife Nellie 
took over duties as station clerk.

A halt, opened at Nast Hyde in 1910, to serve 
new homes being built for commuters 
connecting with the London trains at Hatfield.  
A crossing attendant was employed, with a 
nearby house provided.  In 1911 this was 
George Gazeley, described as a porter.

However, at Hill End Lane a crossing 
attendant was provided from the time the 
nearby station opened in 1899.  The non-
resident attendant was provided with a simple 
work shelter.  William Hatten was a long-term  
employee here from the station opening until 
the 1930s.

Jonas Ellingham was stationmaster at London 
Road, but was killed by his wife at the house in 
1918; she then attempted suicide.

Top:  The station clerk in charge of 
Smallford Station during WW2 was Nellie 
Haynes (Ains).

Middle left: Jonas Ellingham.             
COURTESY THE HERTS ADVERTISER

Middle: The Hill End crossing keeper, 
William F Hatten, at his work shelter, 
c1930.

Opposite:  Mr Hatten with his family at 
home in Ramsbury Road, St Albans, 
c1901.
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Along the line
A number of businesses settled close to the railway specifically for 
the supply of coal to power their works, and nearby yards to supply 
domestic coal requirements.  Most, but not all, also used the trains 
to import raw materials and take finished products to their 
markets.  The arrival and departure of some of their employees was 
a mere by-product.

A siding to the former Hill End Mental Asylum 
was added in 1896 to bring in millions of bricks 
from the Midlands used in its construction.

Copies of the Salvation Army’s most well-known 
publications, War Cry and Junior Soldier, were 
dispatched by rail weekly from the Army’s 
works in Campfield Road.

Probably the country’s most important orchid 
producer, Friedrick Sander, received new plant-
hunter material from across the world, while 
wealthy customers received new orders of these 
once-exotic plants, most travelling by rail from a 
siding off Camp Road.

One of the London central meat markets was 
relocated to Butterwick, near Smallford, during 
WW2, to secure essential food in the face of 
possible London bombing.  Meat for refrigeration 
arrived by rail.

When exotic fruits became available again in the 
1950s bananas – accompanied by occasional 
exotic wildlife – arrived by rail to a Butterwick 
warehouse for ripening and onward travel to 
wholesalers and retailers across a wide area.

During WW2 thousands of employees travelled to 
the de Havilland factory in Hatfield to build the 
Mosquito aeroplanes. A halt was built especially 
for them in nearby Lemsford Road.

Top right: Salvation Army siding, c1900.
COURTESY ROGER TAYLOR COLLECTION

Middle: Hill End siding (circled) crosses 
Station Road (now Hill End Lane) and 
enters the gated Hill End site, 1969.
COURTESY ROGER TAYLOR COLLECTION

Opposite:  Train delivers employees to 
Lemsford Road Halt, c1942.
COURTESY FORMER BRITISH AEROSPACE 
COLLECTION
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Smallford Station
Mainline railway stations were often designed to a house style of 
the period in which they were built.  The H&SAR opened as a two-
station line, with London Road as the line’s main terminus.  
Smallford was a conventional, low-cost wooden structure sitting on 
a brick plinth.

Springfield, mid way between Hatfield and St 
Albans, opened on 16th October 1865 for the 
delivery of coal and manure.  The villagers of 
Colney Heath had added their voice to the 
railway company for a passenger station to be 
built here.  Accordingly, an unstaffed halt was 
opened on 1st February 1866.  A house for a 
station clerk was constructed shortly 
afterwards, together with a timber booking 
office, store room and cast iron gentlemen’s 
toilet.  In 1879, Springfield was renamed 
Smallford, in order to avoid confusion with a 
similarly named station in Scotland.

In time the platform was extended up to the 
bridge abutments at Station Road.  Today the 
platform has been breached in order to give 
access from a small car park onto the former 
trackway, now used as a popular walking and 
cycling route, Alban Way.

The railway closed to passengers on 30th 
September 1951 and to goods in 1969.  The 
track was lifted shortly afterwards, but not 
before a number of enthusiasts' specials 
traversed the line.

After closure the station building was used by 
various businesses.  It was Grade 2 listed by 
English Heritage in 1999. 

Top right: Smallford Station, 
including additional building, from 
south of the track, 1967.
Middle: Station and yard looking 
east towards Station Road, 1967.
Opposite: Station building and 
entrance to yard, 1967.
COURTESY ROGER TAYLOR COLLECTION.
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Railway events
During the centurian life of the Hatfield & St Albans Railway a 
certain number of exceptional events occurred which modified the 
daily routine of a rural railway.  

WEATHER:  In open country heavy snow can 
quickly engulf the track, and can soon make the 
normal timetable invalid.  On Boxing Day 1927, 
when a passenger train became stuck in deep 
snow, kindly nearby residents assisted 
passengers with refreshment.

DERAILMENTS:  In the 1950s, and after the 
cessation of passenger journeys, two incidents 
occurred in the same vicinity.  The first 
resulted in a locomotive leaving the rails; the 
second ensured that the locomotive ended up at 
the bottom of the embankment, in someone’s 
garden.  

SHOW TRAFFIC: Buffalo Bill’s Wild West show 
required three special trains to transport 800 
people and 500 horses between St Albans and 
Hitchin in 1904.  The line was crucial to the 
delivery of animals for the Bath & West Show 
held at Cunningham Farm in 1896.

FILMING: Early films, “Off for the 
Holidays” (1904) and “Rookery Nook” (1927) 
were filmed at Smallford Station.  The name 
board for the latter was changed to Chumpton-
on-Sea for the occasion.

ENTHUSIASTS’ TRAINS: Following the closure 
of passenger services a number of enthusiasts’ 
trains visited the line.

ROYAL TRAIN: The Shah of Persia travelled on 
a special train in 1889, en-route from Hatfield 
House.

Top right:  Goods train approaching 
Smallford Station through deep snow.  
COURTESY ROGER TAYLOR.

Upper middle: Scene from film at Smallford: 
Rookery Nook in 1927.                       
COURTESY NATIONAL FILM ARCHIVE

Lower Middle: A Herts Rail Tour at Smallford 
Station, 1961.                                      
COURTESY ROGER TAYLOR.

Opposite:  Derailment near Camp Road in 
1955, one of two which occurred at this 
location.                                              
COURTESY PERCY LEE.
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Trains and traffic
It was vital to move products around in vast quantities, and 
especially important given that Hertfordshire is on the doorstep of 
London.  Between the time the branch railway opened and the end 
of the 19th century London’s population increased threefold to 
over 6 million.  By the 1930s it was over 8 million.

MANURE for local farmers from London stables – 
up to 100,000 horses were in use in the capital at 
the start of the 20th century.
LIVESTOCK: from a cattle dock in the station yard.
CORN: Sherriff & Sons, merchants, handled this 
trade through the yard.
COAL: domestic use by Sherriff & Sons, Reginald 
Allen and Day Bros; commercial use at factories, 
gas works and nurseries alongside the line.  Local 
distribution yards existed at the stations for 
onward delivery to households.
METALS AND CEMENT: materials and equipment 
for engineering companies and reinforced 
concrete manufacturers.  Materials arrived for 
use at the de Havilland Aircraft factory.  Scrap 
metal was also an important product carried.
SMALL PARCELS: As with thousands of other 
stations, Smallford played its part in the carriage 
of parcels.
PAPER: supplies arrived by train at the various 
printing works, and finished products dispatched 
by the same means.
FOODSTUFFS: Apart from the corn (above), salad 
crops from the nurseries, meat and bananas from 
the specialist warehouses.
ORCHIDS: from Sander’s Orchid Nursery via its 
siding at Camp Road.

Top right: Orchid van                                 
COURTESY NATIONAL RAILWAY MUSEUM 
Inset: orchid.                                              
COURTESY THE SANDER COLLECTION.

Upper Middle: coal train at Smallford, mid 1960s. 
COURTESY ROGER TAYLOR COLLECTION.

Lower Middle: Passenger train leaving Abbey 
Station for Hatfield, 1935.
COURTESY ROGER TAYLOR COLLECTION.

Opposite:  Delivery lorries lined up at Fleetville 
Siding, 1950s.
COURTESY DARREN KENDALL.
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Present to future
The branch railway line may have long-since closed and the tracks 
removed, but after a period of dormancy, the route is now used by 
more people than it ever was as a railway.  First named Smallford 
Trail, and now Alban Way, it is part of a long-distance cycle way and 
walking route, almost all of it publicly available.  But what happens 
next?

In the 1960s part of the route was proposed as 
a bypass road for the congested Hatfield Road 
at Fleetville.  So that was tomorrow from a 
1960 perspective.  Tomorrow from a 1990 
perspective was the proposal to extend the 
Abbey line through to Hatfield, operating the 
whole as a tram route from Watford town 
centre.  Tramming the Abbey line is still on the 
DfT programme, but extending it via Alban 
Way to Hatfield? Probably not.

St Albans District Council is working with 
Hertfordshire CC Countryside Management 
Services to devise a plan to improve its part of 
the Alban Way. Our Project Team has been 
invited to play an active role – advising on and 
helping to renovate platforms, designing 
benches and interpretation panels. We are also 
in discussion with staff from the Building 
Department at Oaklands College in anticipation 
of involving students in this exciting 
development.

A longer-term aspiration is to renovate and 
restore the unique ticket office and make it 
available to our local community and the 
general public. It is a Grade II listed building 
which, especially given its age (it will celebrate 
the 150th anniversary of its opening in 2016) is 
in remarkably good condition. We have 
developed an excellent working relationship 
with staff at O’Shea’s, the owners of the 
building, who have supported our project since 
its inception.

Top right:  Tram operating on Tramlink in South London.      
COURTESY TRANSPORT FOR LONDON

Middle: Countryside Management Service-led walk along 
Alban Way, 2014.                              COURTESY MIKE NEIGHBOUR.

Opposite:  Smallford Station engulfed by equipment on the 
premises of O’Shea Ltd.                   COURTESY MIKE NEIGHBOUR.

www.smal l ford.org
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  Bringing the story to life
The multi-activity project – full title Bringing the History of 
Smallford Station to Life – is the responsibility of Smallford 
Residents’ Association.  SRA is working with the University of 
Hertfordshire Heritage Hub, and the project is supported by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund.

Young Archaeologists’ Club (YAC) from Hatfield carry out 
test pit investigations near Smallford Station. COURTESY 
MIKE NEIGHBOUR.

Among the workshops in which members have participated was 
one about  the geo-site History Pin.

Max, Chris, John and Jeff at the Salvation Army Archives.

www.smal l ford.org

Online sources were scrutinised for evidence of people, 
occupations and places.   COURTESY ANCESTRY CO UK
OTHER PHOTOS COURTESY SMALLFORD PROJECT TEAM

Members made a research visit to the National Railway 
Museum at York.

Alastair created a scale model of Smallford Station as it would 
have been in 1960.
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 Meet the team
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Jeff Lewis Alastair Cameron John Darnton Jon Brindle

Jeff Lewis is passionate about 
community engagement. He has lived 
in Smallford for over 30 years and is 
proud to be the leader of this exciting 
Community Heritage Project – having 
devised and planned it, made a 
successful bid for funding and brought 
together a small group of really 
enthusiastic, knowledgeable and 
committed people who have developed 
as a great team!

Alastair is a retired Speech & 
Language Therapist and Audiologist, 
now living in rural Bedfordshire.  He 
grew up in and around Hatfield, 
attending schools there and in St 
Albans.  
From the bus on those journeys he 
recalled passing over the bridge by 
Smallford Station.
Part of his role in the project has been 
to create a model of Smallford Station 
as it would have appeared c1960.

John discovered the project through 
Herts Network of U3As.  He is keenly 
interested in the development and 
operation of the former railway.
He has visited a number of archives 
and collected a considerable archive 
himself.
He has obtained much pleasure from 
gathering and recording information 
for the group, and plans to continue 
beyond the time the group is 
supported by the Heritage Lottery 
Fund.

Jon is a member of Hatfield Local 
History Society, for which he has 
completed a number of solo projects 
in recent years.  One was to produce a 
booklet about  former Hatfield branch 
lines, including interviews with 
people who had been associated with 
them.
For this project Jon has conducted a 
number of interviews, and has 
undertaken exploratory 
archaeological digs along the former 
trackside near Smallford.

Mike Neighbour

Mike is a retired teacher from a 
number of Hertfordshire schools.
He is a local historian and has 
published two substantial books about 
the east end of St Albans.  He is a 
founder member of Fleetville Diaries, 
a local history group.
Mike has contributed to the project by 
exploring further the changes and 
growth of Horseshoes hamlet, now 
known as Smallford, and its 
surroundings.  From the collected 
data he has created the layouts for 
this exhibition.

Roger Gray Chris Musk Jonathan Musk

Roger Gray has been a life-long steam 
railway enthusiast and has lived in St 
Albans for 44 years.  He was a director 
of his own software company, 
producing case management systems 
for lawyers.  He is a prominent member 
of a Welsh steam railway society and 
has spent a number of years restoring 
an old railway carriage that was 
formerly  a chicken house. As well as 
being a member of the Smallford 
research team, he is keen to be active 
in the eventual restoration of the 
station building.

Chris’ starting point was the desire to 
see the run-down unloved station 
building restored.  It is listed, is 
worthy of retention, and will rid the 
neighbourhood of an eyesore.  Its 
restoration will provide some useful 
community purpose. Chris has been 
involved in interviewing past users 
and has met some interesting people 
which would never have come about 
were it not for the project. He hopes 
that the project team  accomplishes 
its original aims.

Jonathan is the founder and editor of 
the UK's only consumer magazine 
dedicated to electric and hybrid 
vehicles, named AutoVolt. When he is 
not writing articles, testing cars or 
doing vehicle photoshoots, he 
provides computer support and 
teaching to many local residents.
Jonathan's contribution to the project 
has been to build the smallford.org 
website and associated content, as 
well as offer graphic design where 
possible.

www.smal l ford.org

Sarah is Chair of the 
University of Hertfordshire’s 
Heritage Hub and Reader in 
History. Julie Moore and her 
are the project’s university 
partners via the Heritage 
Lottery Fund’s All Our 
Stories scheme. Working 
with the Smallford group is 
about sharing different 
forms of expertise and has 
given them both a 
fascinating insight into ways 
of making history.

Julie’s area of research is 
19th and 20th century social 
and economic history, with a 
particular interest in the 
story of Hertfordshire, and 
her contribution has focussed 
on supporting the team.  Julie 
has really enjoyed being part 
of this project, and  being 
introduced to the world of 
railway historians. Their 
enthusiasm for their subject, 
and generosity of spirit, has 
created a true community of 
discovery. Julie senses that 
even though the immediate 
project is drawing to a close 
the adventure will continue.

Sarah Lloyd Julie Moore

We are 
researchers of 

history and
creators of 

heritage



All Our Stories (1)
Railway operations on the H&SAR may be a distant memory, but 
the group has been fortunate to meet residents and former 
residents of Smallford who had a connection with the branch line, 
and have personal recollections of life on this particular railway.  

Ken Sparks, from London Colney, joined British Railways 
straight from school in 1953, when he was just 14.  He signed 
on as a cleaner. A year later he became a junior fireman. He 
shares his passion for the railway and lots of stories about his 
working experiences.

Jim Bacon was born in Springfield Road in 1927, attending 
Colney Heath School.  The local area was therefore his 
playground and included watching the engines shunting in 
and out of Smallford Sidings, and playing along the line – 
something you wouldn’t be allowed to do today!  He also 
recalls going on an excursion to Southend – directly from 
Smallford. 

Ian Walker, from Hatfield, worked as a Fireman/Stoker on our 
branch line, as well as the Luton and Hertford branch lines. 
The train would consist of an engine pulling two coaches. 
There was often a guard’s van carrying things like 
newspapers for delivery to stations along the line.  He also 
worked on the freight trains delivering coal to places such as 
Hill End Hospital and taking the War Cry from The Salvation 
Army Printing Works.

Jon Brindle, a member of our Project Team, describes some 
early memories of our branch, dating from around 1966 when 
he was twelve, and discovering the line for the very first time – 
seeing a small diesel engine chugging back-and-forth. Later, 
when the line closed and the track was lifted, Jon recalls the 
Fiddle Bridge Estate being built and people digging up old 
Victorian bottles and other items. He also visited the scrap 
yard at Smallford Station to deliver old lead cabling.

Lew Badham lived in the cottage that his father built in 
Barley Mow Lane – which was in the ‘original’ Smallford. He 
started catching the train from Smallford Station to Lemsford 
Road Halt in 1942 when he was 14 years old, to work at de 
Havilland’s Aircraft Factory.  On one occasion he went on an 
excursion from Smallford to Skegness with his family – the 
train was so long that not all the carriages would fit at the 
platform. He also remembers the speedway and dog track that 
was in Smallford.

www.smal l ford.org
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All Our Stories (2)
Five further residents who recall their employment with companies 
which arrived in the Smallford area because the railway had been 
there.  Memories of the Smallford Stationmaster’s house was 
especially vivid for one man. 

Peter Davies worked for the British Banana Company (BBC) 
banana store at Butterwick Sidings from 1964-66 and 
describes some of the ‘surprises’ that accompanied the fruit – 
including poisonous snakes, scorpions and spiders.  They 
would call on Graham Dangerfield or someone from London 
Zoo to collect them!  He later worked at the Union Cold Store 
at Butterwick where frozen lamb, poultry, eggs and fish 
arrived. Vestey Combine owned both companies and Vestey 
Food Company still exists.

Alan King originally worked at Bearham’s as a crane driver. 
He then worked for Ferro Services who used the station as an 
office and lived in the old Station Master’s House on the site.

Gerry Challis started working at the yard in 1958 as a Yard 
Manager and ended up as a Director of the company. He 
describes an unsuccessful attempt in the late 60s to blow open 
the safe that was built into the chimney at the end of the office 
– and you can still see where the brickwork was replaced. 

Michael Cuff: his father set up Ferro Services at Smallford 
Station Yard in the late 1950s, which they rented from British 
Rail. Mike joined in 1968 as a general labourer.

Tony Lincoln is the nephew of the last Station Mistress, Nellie 
Haynes - probably called the Station Clerk, as Smallford was 
overseen by the Station Master at Hatfield. He was brought up 
in Sleapshyde in a house near to the Chapel. He describes 
visiting his aunt as a very young boy with his two sisters.  He 
recalls the excitement of picking and eating cherries from the 
tree that grew in her garden (the Station Master’s House) and 
the wild strawberries that grew on the embankment opposite 
the platform.

www.smal l ford.org
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Peter Davies

Alan King
with interviewer Chris Musk

Gerry Challis

Michael Cuff 

Tony Lincoln

The full videoed interviews are being transcribed 
and will form a key part of the Smallford Project’s 
archive.



  In the beginning ...

By 1850 the Great Northern Railway (GNR) had 
opened a railway between London’s Kings Cross 
and Peterborough.  There were several stations 
along the line, including one at Hatfield.

However, nearby St Albans had no railway at all 
until 1858, and no main line railway until 1868.  
A horse-drawn coach service began from St 
Albans to Hatfield Station.  Unfortunately, 
Hatfield Road was also a turnpike road, subject 
to tolls, to which the passengers indirectly 
contributed.

A group of interested businessmen therefore 
investigated the possibility of constructing a 
railway between Hatfield and St Albans 
(H&SAR).  The project had the support of the 
GNR.

During the period of its development, the 
London and North-Western Railway (LNWR) 
built a branch from St Albans (the current 
Abbey Station) to its station at Watford, which 
opened three years earlier than the H&SAR.   

This was followed by the Midland Railway 
extending its main line into London. 

After the opening of the H&SAR in 1865, the 
road coach service quickly closed as there were 
insufficient passengers to justify the service 
offered.  Many passengers found a London 
connection at Watford to be superior to one at 
Hatfield.

...there was a passenger railway – the very first – between Stockton 
and Darlington, which opened in 1825. But its main function was to 
transport coal.
This led to other routes being opened for the same purpose, and 
these also became popular with passengers.

Top right: 1851 Tilling horse-drawn vehicle, probably 
similar to the one on the St Albans to Hatfield service.  
SOURCE UNKNOWN.

Middle: Stockton & Darlington Railway, reputed to be 
the first permanent steam locomotive railway.    
SOURCE UNKNOWN.

Opposite:  The H&SAR line in its early days at St 
Albans, with the Midland Line on the bridge.   
COURTESY ST ALBANS’ MUSEUMS.

www.smal l ford.org

                      Br inging the History of  Smal l ford Stat ion to Li fe



  Ephemera
The line may have closed nearly half a century ago, but members of 
the project have been able to source a number of interesting 
artefacts associated with the railway.

Right: An RAF travel 
warrant for the 
H&SAR, issued in 
1955, for a then-
closed passenger 
railway!

Below:The seal 
which authorised the 
Hatfield & St Albans 
Railway to operate a 
public service.  
COURTESY NATIONAL 
RAILWAY MUSEUM, YORK.

Left: the Act of 
Parliament which 
authorised the 
construction of the 
railway between Hatfield 
and St Albans.

www.smal l ford.org
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ALL OTHER PHOTOS COURTESY THE SMALLFORD PROJECT TEAM

Right: Poster 
advertising a railway 
excursion, listing the 
local calling stations, 
which included 
Smallford.

Left: Wagon labels relating 
to a goods journey from 
Ironbridge to Fleetville 
Siding; and for goods 
being carried to the 
Salvation Army Siding.

Below: a Child’s ticket for 
a journey between 
Smallford and Hatfield.



Some unanswered questions ...
There is still much incomplete research, and project members have 
a number of questions, the answers to which may be known to 
families who still reside in Smallford, St Albans or Hatfield.
You may be able to help.

... and surprises

We would like to know more precisely how WW1 troops in training at Oaklands were 
managed in large numbers on the railway; and how injured soldiers in WW2 were carried to 
Hill End, being managed between the train and the hospital.

Was it a process of common usage, or a decision by a local authority, which caused the name 
Horseshoes – in use until the 1940s – to be replaced by the name Smallford?

The original name for the station, Springfield, remained until c1979.  We would like to know 
whether there was ever a name board with the name Springfield on it, and when, more 
exactly, was the name changed to Smallford?

How did passengers who boarded a train at a station or halt having no ticket office  pay for 
their tickets?  Especially if they were also leaving the train at a non-ticket-issuing halt.

Meeting Roger Taylor – co-author of the authoritative book on the SA&HR.  He has allowed us to use his 
archive materials in our project.

Attending the National Railway Museum and discovering the original official seal of the Hatfield-St Albans 
Railway Line.

Meeting a Smallford resident who first arrived, aged 4, at the station in 1923, travelling with her mother 
from Plymouth.  The parent had come to Colney Heath to take a job as a housemaid.

Meeting the nephew of the last station mistress of Smallford Station.

Finding a copy of ‘Rookery Nook’, one of the earliest sound movies, at the British Film Institute. 

Meeting with HCC Countryside Management Service and assisting in its development plan for Alban Way.

Discovering a Travel Warrant for a passenger train journey for 1955 – made out 4 years after the line closed 
to passengers!

Receiving a grant from HLF to fund our exciting Community Heritage Project!

Finding an original copy of the 1862 Act enabling the establishment of the Hatfield-St Albans Railway 
Company.

Being a UK representative at an EU University-Community Conference in Copenhagen.
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Thomas North
Thomas North was the station master at Smallford between 1901 
and 1919, including a particularly arduous period during the First 
World War.

On December 31st 1919 he retired, after 46 years’ railway service. He blamed the worry of 
the war for his ill health, leading to retirement. About 20,000 soldiers were stationed in the 
neighbourhood, for training during World War I, so trains were busy. Before the war, the 
main excitement was the beagle and staghound meets. He was on duty every Sunday and 
every Christmas Day.
Having retired, he went to live with one of his daughters in Sandfield Road, St Albans, prior 
to looking for a cottage in the city.  He died from myocarditis exhaustion and pernicious 
anaemia on 27th July 1931, aged 81, at the Three Horseshoes in Hatfield Road.
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Thomas was born on 8th April 
1850, at Harpenden, son of 
William and Matilda North.
He married Lydia Groom in the 
Parish Church, Harpenden.  At 
that time he was a labourer.
In about 1873 he joined the Great 
Northern Railway.
He became Station Master at 
Smallford in 1900 or 1901, 
following the death of John Kimp 
in 1900.

Top: Copy of the birth 
certificate.
Right: Copy of the 
marriage certificate.
Bottom: Copy of the 
death certificate.
COURTESY GENERAL REGISTER 
OFFICE.



Jonas Ellingham
Jonas, the station master at St Albans GNR (London Road) from 
1899 to 1918, was a dedicated employee of the railway, but 
regretfully he failed to reach his retirement age.

Jonas was born on 11th August 1857, near 
Pickford Bridge, Wheathampstead, son of 
Thomas and Maria Ellingham.
He married Eliza Feaver in the Parish 
Church, St John the Evangelist, in the 
District of St George, Hanover Square, 
London, on 15th November 1880.  At that 
time he was a clerk.
He was murdered by his wife on 18th August 
1918 in their home at the station house.  His 
staff were surprised when the zealous official 
failed to turn up to see off the 2.45pm train. 
They did not dare to break into the house, 
instead waiting for his daughter to return 
home in the early evening.  She was late, and 
by 7pm they had used a ladder to look into 

Top: Copy of the birth 
certificate.
Middle: Copy of the 
marriage certificate.
Opposite: Copy of the 
death certificate.
COURTESY GENERAL REGISTER 
OFFICE.
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the upstairs room, but could see nothing unusual. His daughter arrived by 8pm and his 
body was found in the upstairs sitting room.  His head had been battered in by a railway 
hammer.  Eliza was found in the ground-floor scullery, semi-conscious, and slumped over 
the gas ring. She had tried to kill herself, but was still alive.  At her trial, three months later, 
she was found to be unfit to plead.
His death certificate states that he died from a “Compound comminuted fracture of skull 
caused by repeated blows with a heavy hammer administered by Eliza Ellingham with the 
intention of killing decd”.
Jonas now lies in an unmarked grave in Hatfield Road Cemetery, St Albans.


